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 WODA Background 

 

Since 2012, a project was started in Old Fadama, a slum community in Accra, Ghana working and 

supporting female sex workers with vocational skill training and women empowerment by Susana 

Dartey. In 2016 Susana decided to set up the Women of Dignity Alliance (WODA Ghana) as a Charity 

Organization after her fellowship as a mandala Washington fellow. Since its inception, WODA has 

directly benefited over 400 women, 16 of whom has been employed as permanent staff of the 

organization and indirectly reached out to over 20,000 people in Jamestown, Railways and Old Fadama 

communities through awareness creation. Women of Dignity(WODA Ghana) was officially registered as 

a NGO on 20th April 2017.We are currently in partnership with theatre for a change UK, AWDF, UNAIDS, 

NSWP which supports us with funding to carry out our projects. WODA uses different methodology in 

addressing the issues that concerns women.  
 
Vision is to empower vulnerable and marginalized women, especially female sex workers, to listen to 

their concerns, and honour their ideas to sustainably transform their lives and communities  

 

Mission to empower vulnerable women to sustainably transform their health, socio-economic and right 

protection needs particularly, the marginalized and the vulnerable including sexual exploited  girls.  

 

Goal to create a safe space and support structure for vulnerable women especially female sex workers 

to protect their human rights and respect their dignity.  

 

WODA has three main objectives  
Women Empowerment; we run behavior change workshop which addresses issues on SRHR, Self 

Esteem, Confidence building 

 

 Economic Empowerment: we also enroll women who have successfully gone through the behavior 

change process into vocational change training of their choice. We also run a village savings group which 

supports women who want to start up small scale businesses  

 

Advocacy: we create awareness on social issues using unique methodology known as interactive 

theatre. This is a toll that we use to advocate for change in policy. We go into communities and do and 

interactive theatre with issues that are affecting these communities and try to find solutions by getting 

the community members involved in the performance  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Improving Confidence, Health and Ability to Access Opportunities and Services for Female Sex 
Workers in Accra, Ghana  Report – Jan 2018 to Dec 2020  
 

The Medicor Foundation is supporting a three-year project to improve the sexual and reproductive 

health rights and economic opportunities of women in sex work (WISW) in Accra, Ghana. Key Successes  

• 90 women took part in participatory health and well-being workshops;  

• Endline results from year two demonstrate improved SRHR. Examples include: increased use of 
contraception (from 23% to 81%), improved numbers of participants testing for HIV (from 12% to 76%), 

and improved knowledge of women’s rights (from a score of 65% to 95%) 

• Vocational training opportunities are not accessible: WODA negotiated a shorter training period with 
government institutions; WODA is providing short-length training in soap and bead making; for greater 

impact, WODA needs to partner with trained and experienced organisations and individuals to provide 

flexible and bespoke vocational training opportunities with genuine potential for sustainable and 

impactful income generation.  

• The savings and loans groups require start-up capital to function effectively as the women do not 

currently earn enough to save: WODA is seeking an expert partner to provide start-up capital, business 

development training and market research delivered via WODA’s USL meetings. Conclusion The project 
is creating significant and life-saving improvements in the SRHR of the women, as well as reducing 

community discrimination. While these aspects of the project are crucial for improving the life-chances 

for WISW - for long-term and alternative options to sex work - in addition to SRHR, WODA will need to 

expand its economic opportunity programme. This should include the design and delivery of bespoke 

and flexible vocational training programmes, business development and management training, and 

access to business-start up loans. 

60 women receive Vocational skills training (Hair dressing, tailoring, catering and soap making) 

24 women performed 24 interactive theatre performances reaching out to 9000 people in the 

community. 

 
 

COVID -19 RESPONSE (CARE PACK)  
The Corona Virus Pandemic has brought so many challenges and uncertainties into the entire globe and 

this affected the lives of everyone which includes FSWs that Women Of Dignity Allies(WODA) is engaging 

to build their Capacity .Women Of Dignity Alliance  (WODA)supported WISW by sharing of some relief 

items. 

 

The care pack as it mainly called mainly includes hand sanitizers, face marks, face shield, gloves 

toiletries, soap sanitary pad and uncooked food items were rice, cooking oil, tin tomatoes to these less 

privileged people so as to make life a little comfortable for them due to Covid -19 restrictions. They were 

also provided with buckets and bowls for washing of hands to be used in their various communities. The 

WODA team also educated these FSWs on the need of adhering to the safety protocols by washing their 

hands with soap under running water whenever they touch or come in contact with something and also 

wear their face mask everywhere they go and also sanitize their hands in the absence of soap and water, 

they were also told to always social distance themselves from crowded areas 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Summary 

In late 2019, when the earliest reports on COVID-19, or coronavirus, categorized it as global pandemic in 

March 2020, it has since been characterized by various studies on its impact on lives and economies.  

The virus, widely claimed to originate through what was communicated via a Western lens as ‘abnormal’ 
cultural eating habits, was from the outset analysed mainly as a public health issue. Various impact 

analyses have been done by various individuals and Institutions across the globe. 

In Ghana, different impact analysis with different populations have been conducted some of which has 

been published and disseminated even as some are still ongoing (Aduhene, 2021 and Asante, 2020). 

Whilst some target the general population or economy, others focused on particular populations such as 

children (Bukari et al, 2021 and Kaparti et al, 2021) among others.    

However, studies involving and focusing on Women In Sex Work (WISW) and the impact of COVID-19 on 

their work are far and few.  

The data we collected, mainly from the field, indicated a number of common themes for COVID-19 

impact on WISW across the three hotspots, which are analysed and aggregated in this report under the 

following headings: 

• Impact of COVID-19 on before the first case of COVID-19 in Ghana 

• Impact of COVID-19 on WISW during the lockdown in Ghana 

• Impact of COVID-19 on WISW after the lockdown in Ghana 

We discuss these key cross-cutting themes and identify recommendations for future research.   

This Need Analysis was rapidly undertaken, so therefore cannot claim to be fully exhaustive in its 

identification of themes of impact of COVID-19 WISW. However, it gives an insight to time and place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

In late 2019, when the earliest reports on COVID-19, or coronavirus, categorized it as global pandemic in 

March 2020, it 

Methodology 

This need analysis was co-designed by the team from its beginning till the end, through to collectively 

designing questionnaire, sampling of participants, identifying and selecting hotspots, methods for data 

collection, tools for analysis and methods of dissemination. 

This may be referred to as a ‘participatory’ methodology, an essential part of ensuring that need analysis 
anticipate , mitigate and address any real or potential harm to both data collectors and the communities 

we are analyzing. It also challenges the methods that so often undermine the local knowledge and 

experiences of the marginalized population groups being analysed (Nhemachena et al, 2016). 

Moreover, this analysis went beyond highlighting the voices of WISW, we deliberately centre the voices 

in the hotspots analysed within the entire processes. 

Our findings are led and shape by the WISW experiences and expertise. Our data analysis process for 

example would not have given a true understanding of implied or inferred meaning in the data we 

collected and may have generated misleading findings, without the collaborative approach of data 

collecters who were WISW staff with those who have ‘insider’ knowledge. In taking this approach we co-

created new insights and understandings of impact on the topic of COVID-19. 

 

Findings 

This finding is a result of data collected from 70 women in sex work living in slum communities across 

Accra (Jamestown, Railways, Old Fadama, Circle Sahara, Teshie, Labadi, Chorkor and Madina) 

One-on-one interview was our primary data source - with in-depth interviews and responses being a 

significant source of evidence. This provided the team with raw data to identify and analyse the impact 

of COVID-19 on the work of WISW at its early stages in Ghana, during the lockdown and it what it left its 

wake. 

We drew on two key methodologies –Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), to include written and spoken 

discourse, and Content Analysis, to assist in the identification of impact in the communications (Baker et 

al, 2013).  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impact of COVID-19 Before the first case of COVID-19 in Ghana 

The report outlines how prior to the reports of any cases in Ghana, that alongside notion of information 

on COVID at all places in Ghana, realities of lack of adequate knowledge COVID-19 in the hotspots 

analysed. In the early stages of the pandemic, participants in the hotspot analysed averred that they did 

not received sufficient information on COVID-19 in their communities owing to its ‘slum’ label by 
authorities in Ghana. This means that the communities were cut off from the mainstream Government 

of Ghana COVID-19 information. This was aptly countered by the WHO ‘myth busting’ of COVID-19. This 

affected not only the attitudes of WISW toward the virus but also created fear for their clients and vice 

versa. This had a huge impact on the economic lives of the hotspots studied. 

Because all the hotspots understudied feel under the categorization of ‘slum’ by Ghanaian authorities, 
our participant informed us that they did not receive any of the Personal Protection Equipment (PPEs) 

distributed by some government agencies rendering the community vulnerable to the risk of COVID-19. 

When the first case of COVID-19 was reported, it influenced government’s decision to close all borders 
in order to prevent the scaling up of the numbers of infected persons in Ghana. Although, this was a 

positive move by the government of Ghana, it impacted negatively on the economic activities of WISW 

whose work thrives on mobility as well as foreign tourists. 

In sum, the combination of lack of information on COVI-19 as well as lack of access to PPEs, impacted 

negatively in WISW. 

Impact of COVID-19 on WISW during the lockdown 

This period was by far reported as having the major impact on the work of WISW according to data 

collected from our participants. All participants interviewed pointed to this phase of the pandemic as 

the most ‘painful’ and ‘difficult’ times of the novel COVID-19; physically, emotional, psychologically and 

socially. 

It was during this phase of the pandemic that, for example, the homes of WISW at Madina were pulled 

down by the local government after eviction, rendering hundreds of the population homeless. This took 

a physical toll on the community as it did not just expose community members to the vagaries of the 

weather but took their livelihoods away from them.  

Additionally, participants reported cases of discrimination and neglect in the distribution of food by the 

government during this period. They reported cases of government officials coming to take their 

personal data for onward food distribution and reneging on same. Those who broke the government 

protocols of ‘staying indoors’ during the pandemic as consequent to the neglect and discrimination in 

the food distribution were met heavily with police brutalities and arrests. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consequently, these physical impacts during the lockdown had a psychological and emotional effect on 

the work of WISW. The destruction of homes, discrimination in food distribution and police brutalities 

affected both WISW and our children emotionally and psychologically. 

Socially, the lockdown tore families apart; mothers from children consequent to the pulling down of 

homes. Some participants reported difficulties in caring for their children.  

There was an increasing number of participants who reported a high rate of condom and lubricant 

shortage during this period and beyond. These are very essential protective elements without which 

most sex workers are exposed to different STIs 

Impact of COVID-19 on WISW after the lockdown in Ghana 

When the lockdown was lifted by the government of Ghana, it came with government COVID-19 

protocols and thus its own implications on sex work. The impact of COVID-19 on the work of WISW 

during the ensuing period is reflected according in our report as follows: 

Use of Sanitizers before Receiving Services 

Some participants reported cases where clients refused to use sanitizers before entering into their 

brothels in spite of some brothels making them available. According some community members 

interviewed in this project, this is one way they felt potentially exposed to the virus and thus observed 

this as a risky behavior. 

Wearing of Nose Mask 

There is no gainsaying that wearing of nose masks has become a game-changer in the fight against 

COVID-19. However, in the sex work, the wearing of nose mask means that WISW (‘Roamers’ for 
example) cannot attract clients wearing nose masks and in the event that they do they risk exposing 

themselves to potential infection when offering sexual services afterwards as they cannot do so wearing 

masks. 

Social Distancing 

If there is any COVID-19 protocol that greatly hampers sex work, then it is observance of social distance. 

Suffice to say, it is impossible to have intimate penetrative sexual intercourse whilst observing social 

distance with a client. This is owing to the fact that the main service offered by WISW is penetrative 

sexual intercourse that is diametrically opposed to the protocol of social distancing. Therefore, if there is 

no bodily touching, then the economic lives of WISW are heavily impacted. This, according to 

participants, was responsible for the reduction in clients as captured by one participant: 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘’I used to attend and serve seven (7) clients in a day but since 
corona virus sets in, It’s been reduced to one client or no client at all in a day’’ –Ama (anonymous name 

of participant). 

However, participants confirmed that the various COVID-19 impacts experienced during the first 

reported case as well as the lockdown phase are still present in the post-lockdown era. 

  

Analysis 

 Our analysis show that the myths and misinformation on COVID-19 among WISW had ramifications on 

sex work. These myths and misinformation have been termed by the World Health Organization (WHO) 

as ‘infodemic’. As a term, ‘infodemic’ is defined as ‘’a blend of information’ and ‘epidemic’ that typically 
refers to a rapid and far-reaching spread of both accurate and inaccurate information about something, 

such as a disease. As facts, rumors [sic], and fears mix and disperse, it becomes difficult to learn 

essential information about an issue.’’ This became increasingly used in relation to international 
responses to COVID-19 information and myths: 

‘’We’re not just fighting an epidemic; we’re fighting an infodemic,’’ said Tedro Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
Director-General of the WHO at a gathering of foreign policy and security experts in Munich, Germany, in 

mid-February, referring to fake news that ‘’spreads faster and more easily than the virus.’’ 

(United Nations, 2020) 

Without a targeted communication strategy to combat the infodemic among our population, the 

community was exposed to all the potential risk of COVID-19 on sex work. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our analysis show that the impact of COVID-19 on WISW is an example of this. The virus poses a global 

risk to health of the world, but initial claims that this pandemic would act as the leveler in society have 

since been debunked by the scrutiny of the evidence pointing to unequal impacts on populations based 

on social class, race, gender and geography. Our analysis show that COVID-19’s devastating impacts on 

specific marginalized groups, especially WISW, and the State responses, or lack of response, to them, 

has revealed ‘risk’ to be riddled with cultural, gendered, classed and disabilised views. The impact of 

COVID-19 on WISW demonstrates how it has privileged those with certain lifestyles, employment, 

resources and homes that can permit them to fully observe the preventative and ‘social distancing’ 
methods that have become a global standard.     

 

 

Conclusion 

The impact of COVID-19 on the work of WISW in all of these diverse hotspots may manifest in different 

ways but all are observed to have had a toll in the reduction of clients resulting in economic hardsips 

that affected the socio-economic lives of WISW. 

Analysis of our report show how at the beginning of the pandemic lack of information on COVID-19 

disenabled WISW to make informed decision on their work  which to some extent is creeping back 

through the normalization of life after the lockdown. 

In the later stage of the pandemic, that is during the lockdown and afterwards, other impacts of COVID-

19 on the work of WISW began to emerge and as Ghana put in place their pandemic policies, it 

demonstrated how the impacts were exacerbated .  

There has not been a need analysis of how WISW have experienced COVID-19 and what impact it has 

had on them and their work. In other words, to speak with authority on the impact of the COVID-19 for 

all WISW, the community members must be engaged with as this report did. 

  

Recommendations 

We acknowledge that there are limits to how exhaustive such a short need analysis project can claim to 

be. On the basis of what the data indicates, we have identified a number of recommendations for 

further exploration in the hope that this report will be a springboard for further investigation by and 

with WISW in this field, as well as provide support for future discussions of impacts and responses to 

COVID-19 in other places. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our analyses has identified the main theme of risk of COVID-19 posed to WISW, as a result of their work 

and therefore recommend a targeted vaccination of all sex workers to quell the fears between clients 

and WISW at the various hotspots. This will curb the pandemic and enhance the services of WISW .  

This report identified the need to critically analyse and engage with WISW in exploring ways of offering 

sexual services without being exposed to and exposing clients to both COVID-19 and STIs. We, therefore, 

recommend that PPEs, condoms and lubricants must be accessible to WISW at vantage points. 

As most WISW have alternative jobs, it is recommended that start-up capital should be accessible for 

those in the community who need financial support to aid their business with effective entrepreneurial 

training and monitoring.   
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